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A number of artifacts found at Sturbridge Village are described on the following pages. Each item includes detailed information as well as historical background.

STEP STOVE

This is a small cast iron cook stove.  It has a firebox with double doors on one side and a single door on another side.  Stoves were less expensive to run because they used a lot less firewood than fireplaces, which freed up the boys and men.  On the stove, there are quite a few cooking surfaces on top.  There are several holes, which allowed for boiling and general cooking in both cast iron pots and griddle pans.  Side dampers open and close to allow heat to circulate around the room.  The floor has a layer of sand on it to catch possible sparks and grease. Women and children would be in this room preparing food for breakfast or for the noontime meal.

EWER (PITCHER) AND MATCHING BASIN

19th Century Americans did not bathe as we do today.  Prosperous Men and women might have a pitcher and basin that they would fill with water and then take to their bedroom where they would proceed to wash their neck, face, and hands.  Others with less means might have a ewer and basin in their kitchen, while others would wash up at the well, water pump, or not at all.  Cleanliness was not as we know it.  People might bath fully up to six times a year, some just once a year.

COFFEE GRINDER

In the 1800’s, drinking tea was a custom in most households.  In the mid-to-late 1700’s, drinking tea was an indulgence saved for the wealthiest in communities.  Over time, tea became more accessible and affordable and became a staple item.  Men and women drank it for its taste as well as for the energy it gave them.  By the mid 1800’s, coffee was considered an acceptable drink, and became preferred because of its stronger taste and increased potency.  According to historian, Jack Larkin, coffee “had overtaken tea in popularity nationwide.”  Coffee beans were purchased and roasted at home over the fire.  Once cooled, beans were ground in the coffee grinder and then used to make coffee.

CHILD’S PLAYPEN

During the day, women and children had many tasks to accomplish.  Most often, all working hands were utilized and children as young as three or four would even help by watching younger siblings.  Babies and toddlers were placed in the playpen, which was positioned in the room where the women and children worked.  Babies and toddlers would begin to learn at very young age that there was much work to be done.  Babies might have a toy or rattle while watching, though it was more than likely that the entertainment would be the surrounding work.  Mothers and older children were often too busy with meal and food preparations to amuse little ones.

CHEESE PRESS

This is a large wooden cheese press.  Women and young girls, to aid in the process of making cheese, used it. Many families had a place to make butter and cheese.  Typically, this space was found off the kitchen or in the basement. Cheese needed to age in a cool place.  In order to make cheese a rennet was used with fresh milk. (a “rennet” looks like a sifter-like tool/cheesecloth and was made from the lining of a calf’s stomach.  The lining had important enzymes to help with the process.) Rennet is an enzyme, which made milk curdle, and separated it into curds and whey. Pressing the whey out would keep the cheese longer and keep it from spoiling. Curds were the solid lumps and the whey was the liquid. Salt was added for seasoning. The curds were then put into a cheese press until the cheese became a solid block.  Once the solid formed, it was stored in a cool place and periodically turned over to age.  Cheese was a main source of protein and was a desirable item for trade, so this practice was important an important one.

RING TOSS/GRACES

Young girls played this game in long dresses.  The purpose of the game was to help them develop graceful movement.  Graces provided a “most proper” and elegant exercise.  Boys might play this game as a lark and would not take it as seriously as the girls would.  The hoops might be plain or decorated with colorful ribbon.   Each girl would have two slender wand-like sticks of which to catch and to throw the hoop.  One hoop might have been thrown at a time and as the girls became more skilled, an additional hoop might be added.

CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE

Most children between the ages of five and fifteen attended at least a few weeks of school each year whereas some attended up to several months.  If work at home need to be completed and the children’s help was needed, school came second.  Some children stayed at home and were taught to read by an older sibling or by a parent.  In the 1800’s, America was considered a literate country, even more so than most of Western Europe.  Adults and young adults could read, though not necessarily smoothly and fluently.  Many Americans could not afford books, and reading at night by candlelight was difficult.  Prosperous families read much more than those families who were less fortunate.  The children’s magazine in the photo was a publication with stories continuing each month.  Children would read aloud to one another, read alone, and would read such a magazine cover-to-cover, over and over, and over again.

HANGING SCALE

As stated on the Old Sturbridge Website, “The country store was a crucial link between the local community and the wider world.”  The shopkeeper offered local goods as well as some imported merchandise. He took farming wares and goods and local produce in exchange for what consumers needed and wanted.  Inside the store, the owner would have available items sold by weight such as coffee spices, nuts, raisins, and pre-packaged sugar and flour.  Items would be weighed on the scale to help him charge the correct or credit the correct amount. Similar scales are used today in many produce sections of supermarkets.

BUTTER CHURN

To begin the process of making butter, milk was put out to sit overnight.  After 24 hours, the cream would separate from the milk and could easily be skimmed off the top.  The cream was then placed into the body of the butter churn.  Women and children would turn the crank, which would rotate the inner wooden slats, turning the cream into butter. This process took less time and would make more butter than the traditional butter churn.  

According to Rebecca Nourse, Old Sturbridge Village’s Collection Manager, “This particular churn dates to 1820-40 and was found in the Wing house, in Sandwich, MA.”

FIRE BUCKET

· Fire was a major concern for people of Colonial America.  Most of the buildings were made of wood and if one building or home were to catch fire, the fear of spreading was a real threat.  Buckets, such as the one pictured here, were commonly placed in homes and buildings.  The one pictured appears to be constructed of wood.  However, such buckets were more commonly made of leather.  

If a fire were to break out, people would come together to battle the blaze.  A water brigade would be formed where people would create a line starting at a water source, fill the bucket and pass the water-filled bucket along the line until it reached the fire.  Very often the water was used to douse adjacent buildings to prevent the fire from spreading.

SHOE LEATHER

By the middle of the 1800’s shoe making was one of the most popular trades in Massachusetts.  Both men and women were earning livings off the shoe making industry.  Some were working out of their homes while others were working in small spaces, often referred to as “ten-footer”.  Many farmers would supplement their income by making shoes during the winter months.

The shoes were made from different types of leather.  Thick, course, leather, such as that pictured, would be used for the soles. The “uppers”, top portion of the shoes, were made out of softer leather.  This allowed the leather to form to the individual’s foot.  An interesting fact is that shoes, at this time, were not created for the left and/or right foot.  Instead, they were created straight and the new owner would moisten the leather of the “uppers’ when they were first worn so that the leather would begin to take form of each foot.

WATER PUMP

There was no such thing as running water back in the early 1800’s!  Water was collected from local running streams or even collected in rain barrels.  Early on, colonist discovered that if they dug down into the ground they located water.  From here they created a pump that could tap into the water source below the ground.  Moving the handle up and down, ‘pumping’ the individual could catch water in a bucket placed below the opening.

WATER DIPPER

As with other items found from Colonial America, the water dipper evolved.  The early versions were carved out of wood.  In the mid 1800’s, with the introduction of metal, they cup portion was made of metal and were attached to a long wooden handle.

The water dipper such as the one pictured, were commonly used in Colonial America.  For example, in the one room schoolhouse, the teacher may send one or two students to take the wooden water bucket down to the local well to retrieve water for the class.  Upon returning, the students would walk around the room allowng each student to place the water dipper into the bucket and extract a cup of water.  The student would hold the long wooden handle and drink the contents of the metal cup and pass it along to the next student.

PLOWS

Plows were an important tool for the farmers of Colonial America.   Plows, such as those pictured were used prior the introduction of metal in the mid 1800’s. These tools would be used to break sod and allow the soil to become loose enough so that farmers could plant the intended crop. Although tools such as these were commonly used, they were clumsy, at best, and not very effective.

The plow was significantly improved in the middle part of the 19th century with the introduction of cast iron in farm tools.  These newly designed plows required less labor for the man and/or animal using the instrument and increased the results.  The plows dug deeper, turned the soil more, and increased the yield of crops.

FOOT WARMER

In early America, winters were cold and the heating of  homes and public buildings was crude at best.  One device that helped keep early Americans warm was the ‘Foot Warmer’.  This device had many designs.  Some were made completely out of metal, while others were made with a combination of wood and metal, such as the example pictured above.  The foot warmer had an opening where coals could be placed.  All foot warmers had holes punched into the outer surface to allow the heat from the coals to escape and warm the feet.  

Such devices were used in the 1800’s in the home and in public spaces, such as churches.  Women would place the foot warmer on the floor and drape their long, flowing dresses over the device.  The dresses would help to trap the heat from the foot warmer.

Although heating in homes and buildings improved in the late 1800’s foot warmers continued to be used into the early 1900’s in sleighs and carriages.

MAPLE SUGAR

The procedure of making maple syrup is called tapping and began with the Native Americans.  The Native Americans would make in incision in the maple tree using a tomahawk.  A bowl would be placed below the cut in the tree to catch the flowing sap.

When the colonial Americans began using this system they introduced the use of metal tools and created more complex tools to extract the sap.  They would drill holes into the trees and insert spouts or taps that would allow the sap to flow from the trees into attached buckets.  This basic process of drilling and inserting taps continues today.  Of course the modern technology has been improved and includes plastic tubing that runs directly to the facilities where the process of making the syrup continues.  

Once the sap is collected, the long, slow process of turning the sap into syrup begins.  The sap is placed into buckets and put over a flame to boil off the water.   As the water evaporates, only the rich, sweet syrup remains.

ARMREST

There was not a lot of information on this interesting piece!  We found it in the church placed on the bench.  We were told that it was used as an arm rest for those that were attending church services.  The item was not attached to the bench, but was, instead, movable.  The item is made out of wood with a round base.  The top portion was padded and covered in fabric.  This padding covered in fabric made a comfortable resting place for the inhabitants arm!

CLOTHES FRAME

Originally known in England as a winter hedge (from the practice of spreading laundry out on a hedge to dry it), in America, this came to be known as a “clothes horse” or, more simply, “clothes frame”.  “Horse” just means a stand or frame that supports something. This is a clothes-drying rack used to dry clothes indoors on cold or rainy days. Both folding and non-folding frames are listed in 18th century cabinet-makers' price books (in New York in 1796, and in London in 1793). Children used them to make houses, if they were allowed to, but not on washing day or ironing day, when they were needed to air pressed linen before it was folded away. (“Indoor Hedges”)

Laundry was only done once a week at most, and entire days were devoted to it. A much greater proportion of a family’s time, especially the mother’s, was spent on producing and caring for the family’s clothing. Also a greater proportion of the family income was spent on clothes in the 1830’s than now, so it was imperative that the clothes were well-cared for (Wheeler).

“If it rained, it was in our dining room. We had hooks all around. We’d put up lines in the dining room. We had a few clothes racks. We had an oil heater and a wood-burning stove. And we’d put our clothes up close, so they would dry by the stoves.” Joyce Frederick, 56, St. Joseph County (“Everyday Life: Washing Clothes”).

CLOTHES PIN

“Never leave out your clothes-line over night; and see that your clothes-pins are all gathered into a basket.” Mrs. Child, The American Frugal Housewife
Until the 20th century clothes pins were quite simple pieces of wood: split twigs bound with wire or twine, precursors to the ones you see today, or very plainly-cut wood like the one shown here (“Outdoor Drying”).

Once a week, the women of the house would spend the entire day on laundry. Long before dawn, women would rise to scrub and pound clothes using tubs of near-boiling water and homemade soap. The water and soap would leave their hands raw and burned, and then they had to spread the laundry out to dry (Larkin, 1988). Most laundry was spread out on open, grassy areas, usually known as a bleaching green or drying ground (“Outdoor Drying”), and some was hung on lines to dry in the breeze.

KNITTING NEEDLE HOLDER

This is a holder for knitting needles, to keep the stitches from slipping off the needles when the women or girls of the family put their knitting aside.

Knitting homespun goods during the Revolutionary War period became a form of social protest against British importation of textile goods and the taxes imposed on goods. Knitting bees and social gatherings were organized, and people and towns competed to produce the most cloth and/or yarn. As the Revolutionary War continued, towns required their citizens to produce knitted socks and other clothing for the soldiers.

In the early 1800's knitters remained interested in trying to contribute to their communities, especially upper class knitters who did not knit out of necessity. During this period, there were many charitable knitting groups who knit for needy children, and for sailors who renounced drinking alcohol. (“Knitting History”).

Knitting and sewing were almost solely the work of women and girls, and early education for girls always included lessons in these arts. All the women and young boys and girls in a family knit caps, mittens and stockings for all the family members (“Clothing in the 1830s”).

HANDMADE POCKET

This is a handmade pocket that would be worn inside a skirt. The cloth would have been store-bought, as mass production of cotton and woolen cloth made factory produced cloth well within the means of an increasing number of American households (Larkin, 1988). 

“Over your stay, you would put on 3 petticoats, more if you are a well off farmer’s wife. In the 1830's to 1850's, the puffier your skirt or more petticoats you wore, the wealthier you were. Now if you are working on a farm all day, cooking, gardening, helping in the fields, and chasing young children, all those petticoats can get heavy. A lot of women would take the time to cord one petticoat all the way from the top to the bottom. Then they would cover that one with a lighter one to make more body. This would get the same effect as having numerous petticoats. Over this you would wear your dress. … If you are a young girl, you would then tie on your pocket and apron. If you are a young women or older, your pocket would go under your petticoats. When you button up your dress in the front, there is a hidden slit in the front of your dress where you can reach down through your skirts and petticoats to get to your pocket.” (Smridhi, Yahoo! Answers, 2008)

QUILTING TABLE

During the War of Independence, the availability of imported fabrics was severely limited, and quilts with patriotic themes became popular. In 1814, the first American-produced cloth appeared. By 1820, the quilting bee became an established tradition. And from 1800-1840, there was an increase in block patterns rather than whole-cloth quilts. Patchwork blocks were both easily moved and a good use for scraps of fabric (“A Timeline”).

This is a quilting table. In the 1830’s, spinning and quilting bees were sources of entertainment for women and girls (“ Everyday Life”). Women and girls would gather together and arrange themselves around the table to sew, gossip and argue. A completed quilt not only provided warmth on a bed, it embodied the work of a entire village or neighborhood of women (Larkin, 1988).

SEWING TABLE

Providing clothing for the family in the 1830s was an important task, and most of the work was the responsibility of the women and girls in a family. Every stitch of the sewing had to be done by hand; Elias Howe didn't invent the sewing machine until 1846, and Isaac Singer's version didn't come about until 1850 (“Clothing in the 1830s”). Strong skill with a sewing needle and a lifetime of sewing and mending were the lot of most any woman born at this time (Larkin, 1988). 

There was great interest in fashion, and women even in the more rural areas were well aware of changing fashions in London, Paris and American cities. Monthly magazines detailed all the latest modes and materials. Sketches and minute descriptions were written so that even ladies in the most rural areas could be aware of up-to-date fashion and choose to reflect that in her own clothing. Women “remade older dresses to show more modern trends, altering sleeves, waistline heights, hems, replacing pleats with gathers or vice-versa, changing ribbons and trim, trying new pelerines and collars. The cloth had been too dearly obtained to abandon, and too many of their scarce hours had gone into the original stitching to toss aside. It was not uncommon for a dress to be remodeled a half dozen times, and finally to be entirely re-cut and made into a garment for a child.” (“Clothing in the 1830s”)

WASHBOARD

You didn’t change clothes as often as now.” Otillia Buehler, 90, Dubois County (“When were Washboards”)

In the 1800s, washing clothes was a once-a-week chore. A tub was filled with hot water and the clothes would soak. The clothes were scrubbed with bars of homemade soap, and sometimes sticks were used to loosen the dirt. The clothes were then rubbed on a washboard. Next, they were rinsed in another tub and wrung out or shaken before hanging them up to dry (“Everyday Life: Washing Clothes”). Washboards could be made all of wood, as the one pictured here, but more often they were made with a wooden frame with a piece of corrugated tin or zinc stretched between them. Running clothes up and down the washboard put further wear on the already raw hands of women during washing day.

Some Google searches suggest that the washboard was invented in 1797. This is the date of a lost US patent offering an "improvement" in washing clothes, believed to be an early washing machine, probably using a washboard as part of the mechanism (“When were Washboards”). In 1831, the Cataract washer was invented. This washer did away with the washboard. Clothes were placed in a cylinder and a crank was turned. (Rubin, 1998)

WOOL CARDER

This might look like something you’d brush your cat or dog with – and you’re not far off! This is a wool card, used to “brush” and pull freshly-sheared sheep’s wool into slivers in preparation for spinning the wool into yarn.

Often the whole family helped to produce the cloth used for their clothing. Sheep were fed and sheared by the men of the household. Once the fibers of sheared wool were cleaned, a carding process was begun of running the fibers over a “card’ (a grouping of fine wires) (“Linsey-Wooley”). Wool cleaning and carding were done by young children. Unmarried daughters and aunts spun and dyed yarn and wove fabric on the loom. Mothers, sisters and older women sewed up trousers, coats and dresses (“Clothing of the 1830s”).

With the advent of mechanized production for fabric and wool, a local mill would often process a farm’s wool, doing in three hours what would take the young children in a family hundreds of hours. A miller would gladly card the wool in exchange for credit the farmer had at the general store (Ward, 1986).

CLOTHES DYE

Spices in the kitchen? Not quite! These were plants commonly used to dye yarns before they were woven into cloth.

Fabrics made with homespun wool and linen (from the flax plant) were dyed with the available natural dyes of the day. Getting color onto the yarn and thus in the fabric was another time consuming effort in the process of producing cloth and clothing. In 1856 the first aniline (or synthetic) dyes came into use, changing the face of women’s work once again.  Before that, however, dyers depended on natural dyes from plants such as madder and indigo and natural mineral dyes such as Prussian blue, Antimony yellow and orange, etc. (Cummings, 2005). The bark of the American oak tree yielded a dyeing agent known as “quercitron” and could make yellow, brown, or green, depending on the fixative agent used (Cummings, 2005). 

Various native plants could be used for providing color. The most famous was indigo (originally from India). Plants can be found in most climates to create a range of colors. The natural dye would be pulverized or crushed as much as possible and put in a kettle to boil. In Colonial America most would have been dyed once the wool had been cleaned, but before the carding and spinning, to get the best color. This process is also the origin of the term “Dyed in the Wool” (“Linsey-wooley”).

When the dyer had the color she wanted, a mordant would be added to “fix” the color. This could be as simple as salt or tin, but could also be a variety of other ingredients, as often the mordant chosen would change the color of the final yarn color (“Linsey-wooley”).

SUGAR CONES

Cone sugar is sugar that was separated from molasses before centrifuges were developed in the late 1800's. The sugar-molasses mix was poured into small vertical cones which had a hole in the bottom. The molasses would drain out the hole, leaving the sugar in a cone shaped block. The cones were usually held for a few days in a heated room to speed up the molasses drainage. Water could be poured over the top of the cone to wash some of the molasses out. Nippers, similar to pliers were used to break lumps of the sugar from the cones for use. During the eighteenth century, sugar became enormously popular and the sugar market went through a series of booms. As Europeans established sugar plantations on the larger Caribbean islands, prices fell. By the eighteenth century all levels of society had become common consumers of the former luxury product. At first most sugar in Britain and America went into tea, but later confectionery and chocolates became extremely popular.

QUILL PENS

Quill pens were made from the feathers of a variety of birds, each one chosen for its special characteristics. The goose quill pen was the most common. The feathers used to make pens are the stiff-spined flight feathers on the leading edge of the bird’s wing. Pens for right-handed writers come from the left wing, and pens for left-handers,  from the right. Each bird supplies just 10-12 good quills, and sometimes only 2 or 3. It is said that geese were specially bred by US President Thomas Jefferson. Since he wrote almost 20,000 letters in his lifetime, he needed lots of geese to supply his own vast need for quills. To select a feather you hold it as you would a pen. The feather should curve gently over the forearm without brushing against it. A series of cuts is made to the tip of the quill to fashion it into a pen nib. Removing rough edges from the underside of the nib tip and scraping it flat allows the pen to glide smoothly and prevents splattering.

STRAW SPLINTER

This machine was used to split straw lengthwise. Men, women and children worked in their homes splitting straws and plaiting them into patterns. Straw needed to be soaked in water first to make it flexible enough to the split and plaited. The plait was sent to towns and made into fashionable hats and bonnets. Plaiting, in particular, was a good way of supplementing an agricultural wage and was done in many homes in the area, usually by women and children. Plaiting tended to be confined to the rural areas while the better paid sewing of hats was concentrated in the towns. Before the invention of a straw-splitter in the early 1800s much of the plaiting was done with whole straws, although this made quite a coarse plait.

PLUNGER BUTTER CHURN

Making butter was both for home use and for trade.  Farmers in the country had the space to raise cows and make butter.  The butter not used by the family was traded and sent to the city for use.  However, making butter is a multi-step process. You must first get the cream by letting raw whole milk sit for several hours. The cream will naturally float to the top and you can skim this off the top of the milk.  Then you let the cream “sour” by leaving it on the counter overnight. The butter will not separate easily from fresh cream if it hasn't soured. Put the cream in a butter churn. Do not fill it over half full.  With a vertical plunger churn, raise it all the way up and push it all the way down in one second cycles. Gradually turn the plunger as you do this.  Separating the butter from the butter milk' is not a fast process. Depending on conditions it could take you from 1/2 hour to forever. Carefully scoop the floating butter off the top of the buttermilk and place it in a bowl. Using the butter paddle, work the butter back and fourth on the sides of the bowl. As the buttermilk comes to the surface pour it out of the bowl. Pour a small amount of very cold water into the bowl and work the butter like you did before. As the water becomes discolored, pour it out and pour in more cold water and continue to work it. Continue this process until the water remains clear. Sprinkle in 1 teaspoon of salt per pound of butter and mix it in. Then taste it. Pack the butter into the mold, being sure to get rid of any air bubbles.  Butter was a necessary commodity for cooking and eating.  This was a way for women to add to money to the household.

SWIVEL TOASTER

This wrought iron Swivel Toaster  was used to toast bread in front of the fire.  Slices of bread were place in the slots and the unit was placed in front of a hearth fire.  Once one side was toasted, you could swivel the device and toast the other side of the bread.  In the 19th century the average person ate approximately one pound of bread per day, usually with their mid day meal. This meal usually consisted of meat piesor leftover boiled meats, stews, cold chicken, cheeses and fruits. The main staple of the mid day meal was bread which helped to extend a sometimes sparse meal and added the extra carbohydrates to provide quick energy for the afternoon’s labors.  Since wheat was difficult to grow in New England, most bread was made with corn, rye and other grains.

FIREPLACE BELLOWS

In the old days, a fireplace bellows was a simple, functional necessity.The bellows was used to provide quick puffs of air to help the fire grow in size, literally "fanning the flames." The bellows was also used to coax an almost dead fire back to life, resurrecting embers that had almost been extinguished. Fireplace bellows is a device that produces wind by sucking air through one or more valves and then pumping it out. A simple bellows has a single air chamber, formed by two boards and soft leather sides. This bellows expels strong puffs of air through a nozzle. A hand-pumped simple bellows is commonly used to make wood in a fireplace burn intensely.  More complex bellows help produce sound in such musica instruments as accordions and pipe organs. This example would probably have been used by people to increase the heat the of fire in their fireplace.  Since it is ornately decorated, this example would have been used in the parlor and not for everyday cooking.  Sometimes accomplished young girls would decorate fireplace bellows as anexample of their artistic talents.

BARN LANTERN

Candle lanterns allowed light to be portable and many styles were made both in Europe and America.  Materials used were of tin, iron, wood, glass and horn.  One could venture out to the stable or the woodpile without loosing ones flame with the protection of a lantern. Punched tin lanterns were very common and a fairly cheap lantern type.  These gave off a faint light but if kicked over in the cowshed or hay, they would not start a fire. Candles inside the lantern were most likely made of tallow.  Tallow is animal fat (usually beef) that is melted and cooked (rendered).  After cooking for a while, the tallow was strained to remove any impurities and any remaining pieces of meat or gristle not removed during the butchering process.  The tallow was the cooled for storage until needed.  When ready to make candles, the tallow was cooked again in a large pot and strained to remove any impurities.  Since the candles would be burning indoors, the tallow had to be made as pure as possible to minimize both the smoke and noxious fumes.  Cotton wicks were the prepared by soaking them in the tallow, hanging them up and allowing them to dry straight with a tallow coating.

FABRIC

Textiles were an important resource in the early 1800’s.  It was a lot of work to produce a yard of cloth.  First you grow and harvest the flax.  Then you separate the outer layer of the flax from the fibrous core called “retting”.  After it is dried, you can spin it into threads using the spinning wheel and then weave it into cloth using a loom. Finally you sew it into clothes.  This long and time consuming  process was left to the women.  Wool was produced in a slightly similar process.  You raise the sheep, sheer the wool, card the wool to clean out any impurities, wash and dye as needed, then spin into thread and weave into cloth. The textile industry grew out of the industrial revolution in the 18th Century as mass production of cloth became a mainstream industry. With the spinning and weaving process now mechanized, cotton mills cropped up all over Great Britain and also in New England.  This allowed for faster and cheaper cloth to be produced.  It also allowed a greater variety in design and textures.  Thus, imported or manufactured cloth was more available for people to purchase. The above picture shows the many different styles of cloth available in the 1800’s.  Even though the manufacture of cloth had been mechanized, most clothing was hand sewn.  Hand sewing was a way of life for every female in the 1830's, just as it was for all women who came before them. The skill was passed down from mother to daughter at a very early age.  Not only could they sew and mend garments, but they were capable of making decorative arts as seen in the samplers.

PAINTING COMBS

Before commercially prepared paint was available, paint was made at home based on formulas handed down from generation to generation. Milk paint was made from old curdled milk or cottage cheese, lime and earth pigment for color.  In Colonial America, as earlier in Europe, itinerant painters roamed the countryside, carrying pigments with them, which could be mixed with a farmer's or householder's own milk and lime. Practically every household had their own cow or goat, and each community had its own lime pit. Even though there exists many examples of early  American furniture that was painted with some form of oil paint, the look associated most widely with the country homes and furniture of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries is the of the soft velvety, rich colors of milk paint.  The furniture and outside of the home would have been painted with milk paint.  Paintbrushes were made from animal hair and tied together into a bundle with a handle.  The above picture show a different type of paintbrush - a comb.  This provided a a “swirl” technique to a wall or table.  It could also be used to stir the paint as well.  Since many people were trying to copy the“high style” of furniture from the city but lacked the resources to purchase that type of furniture, people used various painting techniques to simulate “high style” furniture.





















